
20 MAY 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

1

LATIN AMERICA AREA

The Blessings of Unity 
Perhaps one of my biggest delights is to see the Latin American Area working together.  
We share a common, God-given vision and mission.  As a result, there are many 
dedicated volunteers and staff, laity and clergy, young and old, working together as 
international teams toward the realization of that mission.  Through the pandemic we 
learned how to meaningfully connect with, learn from, collaborate with and encourage 
one another.  That foundation made the Leadership Summit held in January this year all 
the more precious as deeper bonds of unity were forged in face-to-face interaction. 

Psalm 133 celebrates such unity.  “How good and pleasant it is when 
God’s people live together in unity!”  It goes on to say it is like being 
anointed with precious oil or like dew falling on Mount Zion, “for there the 
Lord bestows His blessing.” 

This blessing is evident in the numbers of new believers, the hunger for 
further training and education, and the stories of transformation that 
are being reported throughout the Area.  May His name be praised! 

The Free Methodist Church 
participates with God in the 
restoration of Latin America 
by developing healthy 
leaders, multiplying 
committed disciples and 
empowering 
transformational churches.

The Latin American Area 
consists of 4 annual 
conferences and 12 mission 
districts serving 17 
countries.  There are 22 
North American 
missionaries, and multiple 
international missionaries.

The Free Methodist Church 
in Latin America goes by its 
Spanish initials, IML, which 
stand for Iglesia Metodista 
Libre.  The IML is united, 
active and advancing 
throughout the region for 
the Cause of Christ!

How good and 
pleasant it is 
when God’s 
people live 

together in unity!  
Psalm 133:1

Latin American Leaders Summit in Colombia, January 2022

Dr. Ricardo Gómez!
Area Director
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Developing Heal"y Leaders 
The numbers are impressive… 410 pastors and leaders 
belong to pastoral care groups, 720 students are going 
through the ministerial formation curriculum, we’ve trained 
104 facilitators this year, and the statistics continue…but 
they are just numbers!  God has used tools such as these 
to transform a former door-to-door salesman into a 
fruitful pastor and mission district leader whose vision is to 
participate with God in the restoration of Uruguay, the 
most secular country in our region.  That is just 1 example.

Multiplying Commi#ed Disciples 
The Community Church Planting movement has taken 
hold in the region.  Adults and children alike are leaving the 
comfort of their pews to share the Gospel with their friends 
and neighbors.  As a result, there are 779 groups currently 
meeting in homes and offices and since June of 2020, 
5,576 people have come to faith in Christ.  Nearly 900 of 
those accepted Christ this quarter and 263 people were 
baptized between February and April!  Pray with us that 
number of community churches will double this year.

Empowering Transformational Churches 
As we begin to implement holistic ministry that shares 
God’s love and transforms society, excitement is growing.  
People are hungry for tools to better serve their 
communities in sustainable ways through initiatives such 
as medical clinics, soccer schools, community gardens, 
after-school tutoring, neighborhood revitalization, 
community clean-up, and more.  Our team is currently 
providing coaching in 7 countries, developing a training 
process for greater transformation and gearing up to host 
Latin America’s first Freedom Sunday events on July 31st.
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Inviting Your Participation 
You too can join us by Praying, Giving and/or Going!  For 
more information contact gomezministry@gmail.com.

We wish to personally 
t h a n k t h e H a r v e s t 
C o n f e r e n c e f o r y o u r 
partnership in ministry 
with us!  Unity matters.  

Ricardo & Be", Gómez 
Juliana & Jona"an
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